
 

 
 

 
Middle Years Programme Assessment Policy 
Underpinned by Queen Margaret College’s Board Policies section A:1, and  
Board and Management Policies section A:1 

Assessment Philosophy: 

The New Zealand Ministry of Education describes assessment for learning as, “a process by 
which assessment information is used by teachers to adjust their teaching strategies, and by 
students to adjust their learning strategies.” 

At Queen Margaret College we recognise that assessment is a powerful process that can 
optimise learning. We acknowledge that assessment, teaching, and learning are inextricably 
linked, as each informs the others. 

Assessment for learning helps teachers gather information to: 

• plan and modify teaching and learning programmes for individual students, groups 
of students, and the class as a whole 

• pinpoint students’ strengths so that both teachers and students can build on them 
• identify students’ learning needs in a clear and constructive way so they can be 

addressed 
• involve parents, families, and whānau in their children's learning. 

Assessment for learning provides students with information and guidance so they can plan 
and manage the next steps in their learning. 

Assessment for learning uses information to lead from what has been learned to what 
needs to be learned next. 

At Queen Margaret College we employ three strands of equally important assessment.  
These are summative assessment, formative (or diagnostic) assessment, and the use of 
achievement data to establish the value-added component to students’ learning. 
 
Summative Assessment 
 
Indicative in its title, summative assessment summarises a student’s performance and 
ability at a specific time. Summative assessment can be diagnostic and used to influence the 
formative assessment that takes place in the classroom. Sometimes summative assessment 
is perceived as contrasting formative assessment, it should however be complementary in 
nature. 
 
 
 



 

Formative Assessment 

Formative assessment can also be defined as diagnostic testing and is ongoing. At Queen 
Margaret College we believe that formative assessment is the key to raising student 
achievement. The purpose of formative assessment is to enrich the students’ learning 
experience. Formative assessment can take many forms. These may include: 

• day-to-day activities, such as learning conversations 
• a simple mental note taken by the teacher during observation 
• student self and peer assessments 
• a detailed analysis of a student’s work 
• assessment tools, which may be written items, structured interview questions, or 

items teachers make up themselves. 

Formative assessment also provides teachers with the necessary information to help them 
provide scaffolded support for both Learning Accelerant and Learning Enrichment students 
in the classroom.   
 
Assessment for students with special needs 
 
Students with special needs receive all the support needed in both formative and 
summative assessment to reach their potential. This may include additional support in 
Learning Enrichment classes, additional time, alternative assessment and use of a computer.  
 
Common Practices 
Using the MYP assessment criteria and determining achievement levels 
 
Each teacher at Queen Margaret College is provided with both digital and hard copy subject 
specific guides and From Principles to Practice in order to inform their understanding of 
MYP assessment criteria in their subject area. 
 
Summative assessments provide students with authentic assessment opportunities which 
are supported with task specific criteria to ensure all students are provided equal 
opportunity to succeed.  
 
Teachers moderate assessment tasks before and after assessment to ensure continuity 
within subject areas and year levels. 
 
Recording and reporting student achievement 
 
All student achievement data is recorded in Spider under MarkBook. PAT data is available 
on the school’s intranet, Mag.net. 
 
Reporting for MYP students to parents occurs three times per year. The first report in March 
includes PAT results and indicates satisfaction in academic attitude, homework and 
behaviour and a summary of content covered. This report also flags a cause for concern with 
a comment if this is deemed necessary. This is followed by parent interviews for all parents, 



 

but with emphasis on the attendance of those parents whose daughters have a specific 
matter that needs attention.  
 
Mid-year (June) a report is sent out for all MYP students with an assessment grade against 
each of the four subject specific MYP assessment criteria. This is accompanied by a teacher 
comment. The year level deans, form teachers and Head of Middle School also add a 
comment. Parent interviews occur shortly after this.  Reports are available to parents 
online.  
 
Mid-year reporting data is used to inform teaching practice, and monitor student progress. 
 
A final summative report is sent out in December with a summative assessment grade 
against each of the four subject specific MYP assessment criteria alongside a final MYP grade 
for each subject. These grades are used to generate prize winners in each subject area. 
 
At Queen Margaret College, parent reporting seminars are held prior to mid-year reports 
being issued to assist parents in interpreting their daughter’s reports and MYP criteria. 
 
Assessment Calendars 
  
Assessment calendars are published in week 1 of each term and are available via the 
School’s app and in subject folders on student’s notices. 
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