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The Middle School - Introduction 
 

 

Between 10-15 years of age is a time of immense change as a girl transitions from child to 

teenager. During these pivotal years, she requires structure and stability as well as an 

environment in which she can explore and pursue her unique talents. Having each girl feeling 

that she is known, cared for and valued as an individual is important and our programmes are 

designed to ensure this is achieved. 

The Middle Years (Years 7-10) Curriculum Handbook provides an overview of our 

education, and in particular the IB Middle Years Programme (MYP), the framework for our 

academic programme. Specifically designed for the Middle Years cohort, MYP emphasises 

rigorous learning, community service, attitude development and preparation for participation 

in an increasingly global society. Building on the skills and knowledge developed through the 

Primary Years Programme (PYP) in the Junior School, the programme is the ideal 

preparation for the dual qualification pathway delivered in the Senior School: either the IB 

Diploma or NCEA. Together the three IB programmes provide a continuum of high-quality 

international education underpinned by a common, cohesive and progressive philosophy. 

 
The Middle Years Programme is characterised by breadth of subject with all disciplines 

compulsory throughout and some limited choice available in the last two years of the 

programme. For instance, at Year 9 students select two additional languages, one Asian - 

either Chinese or Japanese; the other, European - either French or Spanish or, if they wish, Te 

Reo by Correspondence. Learning a second language fits with our belief in preparing students 

to be global citizens. It strongly supports numeracy and literacy learning and also emphasises 

STEM, Science, Digital Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, subjects that are vital for 

the modern workplace. A particular strength of our school are the rigorous Drama, Music and 

Visual Arts courses that encourage girls to be creative and build confidence. 

 
Whilst providing an environment where students feel secure, happy and recognised, the 

middle years are also about offering girls increased opportunity and challenges to discover 

how they learn, how to manage themselves, how to work with others and where they want to 

go. At QMC, opportunities abound in extra-curricular sport and cultural activities to develop 

and pursue areas of interest to sophisticated levels. Through their Middle School experience, 

girls can take risks in a safe and supported environment, develop resilience and discover their 

strengths and passions. 



Years 7 - 10 
 

 

NEEDS AND CHARACTERISTICS 
Adolescents have social, physical, emotional and intellectual needs that can only be met 

through specific educational experiences that are different from either the Junior School or 

the Senior School. 

 

To ensure the specific needs of Middle School girls are met, we have implemented the 

following: 

 

 

 Social and academic progress monitored and nurtured by the Form Teacher and Dean 

 Subjects designed and taught by specialist teachers, thereby creating challenging 

programmes which require the students to be organised and focussed 

 Learning programmes which allow for natural links between subjects to occur 

 A rigorous assessment system 

 Targeted learning support enrichment in English and Mathematics for identified students 

 LEAP (Learning Enhancement and Acceleration Programme) 

 Leadership opportunities such as: Year 8 and 10 House Leaders, Class Captains, Qtechs, 

Librarians and student exchanges 

 A Health programme where issues of bullying, drug education, friendships and personal 

development are explained 

 A Community Service programme at each year level 

 A Performing Arts programme which develops skills in drama and music and builds 

confidence in performance-based activities 

 A Sports programme that encourages participation and excellence 

 Community Project at Year 10 

 A strong connection with the Senior School to ensure a smooth transition 

 Themed pastoral guidance through our Deans, Counsellor and Mentor and Peer Support 

 Proactive liaison and communication with parents 

 

 

CURRICULUM 
The Head of Middle School oversees the curriculum and works closely with the MYP 

Coordinator. She has the overview of Middle School subjects and works directly with the 

Heads of Department. 

 

Heads of Department are responsible for subjects taught in the Middle and Senior Schools and 

can be contacted about specific subject matters. 



WHAT IS THE MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME? 
 

 

MYP helps students develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed to participate 

responsibly in a changing and increasingly inter-related world. This means teaching them to 

become independent learners who can recognise relationships between school subjects and the 

world outside, and learn to combine relevant knowledge, experience and critical thinking to 

solve complex problems. 

 

The MYP is guided by three fundamental concepts: 

 

Holistic Learning 
Whilst maintaining excellent standards of teaching and learning across a wide and balanced 

range of traditional subjects, the MYP also has an extra emphasis on the interrelatedness of the 

subjects. This encourages the student to consider issues and problems from a variety of points 

of view. The students learn to combine relevant knowledge, experience and critical thinking 

to solve real problems. 

 

Intercultural Awareness 
The MYP develops students’ attitudes, knowledge and skills as they learn about their own and 

others’ cultures. MYP teaching and learning encourages tolerance, respect and empathy. This 

is an essential part of education to create a better and more peaceful world in the future. 

 

Communication 
Good command of one’s own language enables clear expression of ideas, attitudes and feelings. 

The learning of other languages extends the student’s ability to communicate and it teaches 

appreciation of different cultures and ways of thinking. Good communication is also about 

listening to others and understanding variations and nuance. The MYP also encourages students 

to explore various modes of expression. 



IBO LEARNER PROFILE 
Teachers work with students to develop the ten attributes which form the learner profile. Goal 

setting, modelling, explicit teaching and reflection provide opportunities for the girls to 

consider the attributes and how they impact on learning, behavior and personal development. 
 

 

 

APPROACHES TO LEARNING SKILLS (ATL) 

ATL skills empower students to succeed in meeting the challenging objectives of MYP 

subject groups and prepare them for further success in rigorous academic programmes like 

the DP. 

ATL skills are grouped into five broad skill organisers. Within each ATL Skill Category 

there are one or more Skill Clusters. 

 
 

 



Approaches to learning skills can be: 

* learnt by the student 

* improved with practice 

* taught by the teacher 

* developed incrementally 
 

ATL Skills are of three types: Cognitive; Affective; and Metacognitive. 
 

Cognitive skills include active information processing and retrieval strategies e.g. study 

skills. Affective skills enable students to gain some control over mood, motivation and 

attitude. Metacognitive skills can be viewed as: metacognitive knowledge - students gaining 

awareness of the thinking and learning preferences, strategies, techniques and skills they use 

at present; and metacognitive performance - students using that knowledge to improve 

performance, changing ineffective strategies, trying new ones and learning new skills. The 

ATL Skills are also addressed in Form time with your daughter. 

 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 

 

•       Acknowledging your sources 

• Using your own words 

• Doing your own work 

• Being honest and principled 

 
The Middle School recognises that academic honesty is embodied in the Mission Statement, 

values and IB Learner Profile which are foundations of Queen Margaret College. A clear, 

positive approach to academic honesty as good practice is imperative to ensure that: 

 
• teacher and student integrity is promoted through sound teaching and learning practice 

• student research is properly conducted 

• assessment is authentic 

• intellectual property and copyright regulations of New Zealand are upheld. This policy is 

consistent with the International Baccalaureate’s philosophy and expectations and is 

designed to support the Middle Years Programme’s from Principles to Practices (2014). 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment in the MYP is an integral part of learning, involving students in self-assessment 

and providing feedback on thinking strategies and processes as well as the end result. 

Assessment is criterion-based and relates to subject objectives. 

 

Activities on which the students are assessed can include: open-ended problem-solving 

activities, investigations, organised debates, hands-on experimentation, analysis and 

reflection as well as the more conventional written assignments. Middle School students do 

not sit any formal examinations. 

 

Clear marking schedules are issued to students using the MYP Criteria and Achievement 

Level Descriptors where a 1 signifies minimal achievement in terms of the objectives, and an 

achievement level of 8 signifies maximum achievement. 

 

At the end of the year a final grade of 1-7 (highest) is awarded for each subject based on an 



evaluation of student achievement in the criteria. All students are awarded a final grade of 1-7 

for each subject in their end of year summative report. This is similar to the Diploma where a 

final grade of 1-7 (highest) is awarded for each subject. 

 

MYP Assessment Criteria 

Each subject area has a set of unique criteria that are used to assess student work. The 

maximum grade awarded for each criteria is 8. 

 

Subject Criteria A Criteria B Criteria C Criteria D 

Language 

and 

Literature 

Analysing Organising Producing text 
Using 

language 

Language 

Acquisition 

Comprehending 

spoken and visual 

text 

Comprehending 

written and 

visual text 

Communication 
Using 

language 

Individuals 

and Societies 

Knowing and 

understanding 
Investigating Communicating 

Thinking 

critically 

Sciences 
Knowing and 

understanding 

Inquiring and 

designing 

Processing and 

evaluating 

Reflecting 

on the 

impacts of 

science 

Mathematics 
Knowing and 

understanding 

Investigating 

patterns 
Communicating 

Applying 

mathematics 

in real- life 

contexts 

Arts 
Knowing and 

understanding 

Developing 

skills 

Thinking 

creatively 
Responding 

Physical and 

Health 

Education 

Knowing and 

understanding 

Planning for 

performance 

Applying and 

performing 

Reflecting 

and 

improving 

performance 

Design 
Inquiring and 

analysing 

Developing 

ideas 

Creating the 

solution 
Evaluating 

MYP 

Projects 
Investigating Planning Taking action Reflecting 

Interdisciplin

ary 

Integrating 

knowledge and 

understanding 

Learning in 

context 
Communicating Reflecting 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING 

Over the course of the academic year each year level will participate in at least one 

interdisciplinary unit of work. This involves at least two subjects working together to design a 

unit of learning and assessment. Interdisciplinary learning allows students to make connections 

between subjects and to develop ideas and solutions that incorporate learning and knowledge 

from different spheres. “Interdisciplinary teaching and learning builds a connected curriculum 

that addresses the developmental needs of students in the MYP. It prepares students for further 

academic (inter)disciplinary study and for life in an increasingly interconnected world.” (MYP 



Subject Guide, 2015) 

Interdisciplinary learning is reported on in the December end-of-year reports. 

 

THE MYP YEAR 10 COMMUNITY PROJECT 

The Community Project gives each student an opportunity to develop awareness of the needs 

in various communities, and the opportunity to address a specific need which they feel 

concerned about. 

Students may choose to complete their Community Project independently, or to work in a 

small group. 

The Community Project offers the opportunity for students to: 
 

 Give service to the community 

 Pursue a goal which will make a real difference to others or to the environment 

 Inquire and research an issue which they are passionate about 

 Create an action plan and move towards thoughtful and positive action 

 Collaborate with other students on this service project, sharing goals, learning and 

service as action 

 Apply all the learning strategies and Approaches to Learning skills they have acquired 

throughout your MYP years at Queen Margaret College 

 Reflect thoroughly on learning and on how well goals were achieved 

Ultimately the Community Project will: 

 Enable students to experience the responsibility of completing a significant piece of 

work over an extended period of time 

 Help students to develop key skills which will prepare them for success in further 

study, the workplace and the community 

 
 

HOMEWORK 
Homework serves as an intellectual discipline, establishes study habits, and reinforces work 

done in school. High achieving students invariably have a positive attitude to homework and 

its completion, viewing it as an opportunity to consolidate learning and even to share what 

they are doing with parents. 

 

Suitable Homework Tasks: 

Learning new second language vocabulary daily 

Daily practice of basic facts and times tables 

Reading of texts or reference material 

Pre-reading of information for the next lesson 

Reinforcement of skills 

Reflection on lessons and/or tasks 

Preparation/revision for assessments 

Practice, rehearsal for performance 

Busy work (e.g. irrelevant colouring in, borders, and decoration) should be avoided 



Students and Parents can expect that: 

Students in Years 7 and 8 should be learning at home for about 45 minutes each week night 

Students in Years 9 and 10 can expect to manage one hour or up to ninety minutes or so 

each week night evening. Please ensure your daughter studies free from social media 

distractions 

    There may be assignments set over a period of time.  These will be worked on in class 

with some work expected to be completed at home. Students and parents are advised to 

watch the deadlines (students will have these and they are also on the Parent Portal under 

Curriculum in the Student Outlines). 

 

Staff can expect that: 

Homework will be completed to a high standard and to the deadlines 

On occasion, family   commitments/circumstances may   prevent students from 

completing  homework (please contact the teacher concerned) 

    Parents will let the form teacher know if homework is taking much longer than the 

expected time so that a solution can be found 
 

Deans also monitor homework expectations and are another useful point of contact for 

parents if there are concerns. 

 

 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES AND THE 1:1 LAPTOP PROGRAMME 

In the Middle School curriculum students are exposed to a wide variety of technologies and 

telecommunication tools. All students in Years 6-10 have their own laptops. At the start of the 

year an induction programme is run by the Head of e-learning who also provides on-going 

support for all students receiving new laptops. Information literacy, net safety, decision- making 

and problem-solving form a strong component of the programme with students taught to choose 

the best tool for the job. Students at other levels of the College have the opportunity to purchase 

a school computer capable of connecting to the school network. 

 

 
LEARNING ENRICHMENT AND ACCELERATE PROGRAMME (LEAP) 
Students who require learning extension are identified by the use of standardised tests and 

teacher feedback.  They are catered for in a number of ways: 

 
A differentiated classroom programme 

Streamed Mathematics classes in the Upper Middle School  

Some Level 1 Achievement Standards in Year 10 programmes 

Participation in a range of extra-curricular activities and competitions e.g. ICAS, Regional 

Science Fair, MathsWell, Otago Problem Solving, Literature Quiz, Tournament of Minds, 

Spelling Bee 

Mentoring 



LEARNING SUPPORT 
We treat each girl as an individual and cater for her different learning needs through small group 

teaching and targeted help. In Years 7 to 10 the Learning Support programme caters for students 

who need help with their literacy skills. L e a r n i n g  E n r i c h m e n t  class is taken instead of a 

language option in Year 9 and Year 10. In Year 7 and 8 identified students are withdrawn three  

periods per week from a range of classes and students are supported and advised through 

consultation with their family if this is a suitable option for them. 

 

 

STUDENT SUPPORT 
The fundamental purpose of the College’s pastoral care programme is to promote involvement 

between teachers and students. Every girl needs to have a relationship with at least one or two 

adults characterised by warmth, concern, understanding and openness. Each student is placed 

in a form class whereby, on a daily basis, she meets with the same student group and Form 

Teacher for the calendar year. 

 

Each year level has a Dean who has overall responsibility for the year group and works with 

all staff involved with those students. At the beginning of each year, the college hosts an 

evening for parents. At this event, Deans address parents about their expectations for the year. 

Deans can be contacted by email or ‘phone and are always happy to hear from parents and 

address any issues which may arise. 

 

Rewarding Student Achievement 
We place the highest priority on ensuring students are given the opportunity to succeed in a 

wide range of activities and that their achievements are acknowledged in the followingways: 

 
     In the weekly school newsletter, News@QMC, and other school publications including 

Honours Boards. 

     We have an extensive range of trophies and prizes awarded to Middle School students at 

Prizegiving which cover academic, sporting and cultural achievement, potential and 

service. 

    Credits are awarded by teachers throughout the year for the following: excellent homework, 

improved positive and focused behaviour, helpfulness, courtesy, good manners, initiative 
and neatness. Once a girl has accumulated 1,000 credits, she is eligible for a Tiny Tower 
Badge. 

    Principal’s Commendations are a special award that recognises students who have done 

exceptional and noteworthy work within a subject area. Each teacher nominates one 

student from all the classes they teach. The awards are presented at a Principal’s Assembly. 

    Sporting or Cultural Awards can be gained in any sporting or cultural activity offered by 

the College. Students may apply for an award by downloading the appropriate form from 
the College intranet (mag.net). Application forms outline the criteria required for each 
award and must be signed by the team coach or manager as verification that these 
conditions have been met. Bars and Ferns are presented at Prizegiving while Buttons are 
awarded at Sports Assemblies or at the Performing Arts Awards Evening: 

 Queen Margaret College Button - The Button recognises distinction in either 

practical performance or service in a Sports or Cultural activity 

 Queen Margaret College Senior Bar - The Bar recognises a very high level of skill, 

commitment and responsibility in a Sporting or Cultural activity offered by the 

College 

 Queen Margaret College Fern - The Fern is awarded to a student who represents 

New Zealand or is a national champion in a Sporting or Cultural activity 



LOG BOOKS 
All girls are issued with a Middle School logbook. The books are used to keep a record of their 

homework and school activities. Parents are asked to check and sign their daughter’s log book 

each week. Credits are awarded for signed log books When checking homework is 

completed, it is useful to ask your daughter to show you her work. It is often very revealing to 

see what she is doing in class and is a good conversation starter. During long form times the 

skills component of log books are used to help your daughter develop her approaches to 

learning (ATL) skills. These skills help your daughter to Learn how to Learn. These include 

Communication, Social, Self-Management, Research and Thinking skills. 

 

 

HOUSE SYSTEM 
The House System, introduced to Queen Margaret College in 1927, remains a strong tradition. 

Five Houses - Berwick, Braemar, Glamis, Lochleven, and Stirling - compete in a number of 

activities over the course of the year. House Spirit and Colours are very much to the fore on 

sports days in Term One and Performing Arts/Music Day in Term Two. A number of other 

‘House’ competitions are held for various year levels. Points are totalled at regular intervals 

throughout the year culminating in a traditional Banners Ceremony at Assemblies. 

 

 

LEADERSHIP 
One of the advantages of an all girls school is the students are the leaders. We actively 

encourage girls across all year levels to develop leadership skills. Middle School students have 

the opportunity to be elected as Class Leaders and House Representatives in Year 8, and House 

Leaders in Year 10. From Year  9 students are invited to become part of the Library Leadership 

team. 

 

 

SERVICE 
Queen Margaret College has always had a strong tradition of service, and in the Middle School 

this has been further strengthened by the introduction of MYP with its Community and Service 

component. MYP encourages a sense of belonging to, and pride in, the school community as 

well as a willingness to contribute to the wider community both locally and globally. Each year 

level contributes to a charitable organisation or group through fundraising events like school-

based Community Fairs, street collections or the giving of time. 

 

 

EOTC/FIELD TRIPS 
Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC) enriches the curriculum and is an essential part of 

students’ learning and personal development. At the start of the year Middle School students 

experience adventurous expeditions and activities as part of Camp Week. 

 

 

EXCHANGES 
Queen Margaret College students thrive on the opportunity to meet students from other schools 

in both sporting and cultural arenas. In the Middle School, sporting exchanges take place 

between other schools. Students often billet girls visiting from schools around New Zealand. 

In addition, as QMC is part of the network of Margaret schools, we regularly host girls on 

exchange from Chile, Japan, USA, Australia and France. In Year 10, two students are selected 

for an individual exchange with St Margaret’s School in Berwick, Australia. They spend six 

weeks in Melbourne and then host their Australian counterpart here for the same length of 

time.  There is also a French language trip to Tahiti for Years 9 and 10 students. 



SCOTS CONNECTION 
Each year level enjoys activities with our brother school, Scots College. At least once each 

year, the students take part in activities with Scots for which points are awarded. At the end of 

the school year, all the points from across all the year levels are totaled and the winning college 

awarded the Scots/QMC (QUOT) Shield. 

 

 

PERFORMING ARTS ACTIVITIES 
All Queen Margaret College students are encouraged to become involved in the wider life of 

the school. Performing Arts are included in the curriculum but there are also many extra- 

curricular opportunities. The Head of Performing Arts, Tim Jenkin, oversees these. Middle 

School students are offered a range of cultural activities and register for most of these activities 

in Term One. Registration Forms, where appropriate, are available on the website and on the 

college intranet (mag.net). 

 

Music and Speech Lessons 
A team of itinerant tutors give music and speech lessons at Queen Margaret College. Fees are 

payable directly to the tutors. Registration is electronic, accessible on the College website. 

Registration should be done before or at the beginning of the school year. 

 

House Performing Arts 
All students are involved in House Performing Arts days, held at the end of term two. As well as 

participating in house singing, Year 8 students prepare a dance and Year 10 girls perform a 

melodrama. 

 

 

SPORT 
The Director of Sport runs the sports department, assisted by the Sports Coordinator. This 

department organises school sport for Years 1 - 8 (Primary Sport) and Years 9 - 13 (Secondary 

Sport). It is the expectation that all Middle School students are involved in sport or some form 

of physical activity. The College offers a wide range of sporting opportunities and there is 

additional information about these in the QMC Year 1 – 8 and Year  9 – 13 on our Sports Wiki, 

which parents and students can access. 

 

Year 7 & 8 
Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Cross Country, Flippaball, Floorball, Hockey, Netball, 

Skiing, Squash Coaching, Tennis Coaching, Touch Rugby, Triathlon, Underwater Hockey, 

Waterpolo 

 

Year 9 & 10 
Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Cross Country, Football, Futsal, Handball, Hockey, Netball, 

Rowing, Skiing, Tennis, Triathlon, Minileague Touch Rugby, Underwater Hockey, Volleyball 

 

The College offers pathways not only for those wanting to participate and enjoy their sport but 

also for those showing potential and achieving at an elite level. The Sports Department asks 

parents and students to keep the school informed about students’ sporting successes both in 

codes offered at the college and those that are not. Parents are encouraged to be involved in our 

sport programme as coaches or managers of teams. 



SPECIAL FEATURES 
 

 

 
 Year 7 Year 8 

 

Performing Arts 

Year Level Drama Production 

Celesta Choir 

Banditas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports 

Primary Sport 

Sports Prizegiving 

St Margaret’s Exchange 

Diocesan Exchange  

Sports Day to induct new 

students 

 

 

 

House 

House Performing Arts 

Athletic Days 

Swimming Days 

 Year 8 Dance Competition for 

House Performing Arts 

 

Events 

Community Fair 

Year 7 & 8 Dance 

Mothers’ Lunch 
Fathers’ Lunch 

Science Fair 

 

EOTC/Service/QUOTS 

QUOTS 
Community Service 

Mentors/Mintees 
Teapot Valley camp (Nelson) 

Local camp 

 

Opportunities for 

individuals 

Class Captain 
Te Karere Creative Writing Competition 

Learning Enhancement 

 House Leaders 

 

Exchanges 

St Margaret’s Christchurch Sports Exchange 

St Kentigern’s Auckland Exchange 

Dioscesan Exchange Auckland 



 

 Year 9 Year 10 

 

 
Performing Arts 

Barbershop 
All Comers Choir 

Theatresports 

Stage Challenge 

Musical (biennial) 

Drama class production 

 

Sports 

Secondary Sport 

Secondary Sport Awards 

Sports Day to induct new 

students 
Sports Academy 

House House Athletics, Swimming & Performing Arts 

 

Events 

Dance 

Community Fair 

Mothers’ Lunch 

Shakespeare Day – English 
Fathers’ Breakfast 

 

EOTC/Service/QUOTS 

Community Service 

QUOTS 

Marae Camp Preparation for Year 11 Camp 

 

 

Opportunities for 

individuals 

Class Captain 
Te Karere Creative Writing Competition 

Tahiti Language Exchange 

 St Margaret’s Melbourne 

Exchange 

 

Exchanges French Language trip to Tahiti 



YEAR 7 SUBJECT INFORMATION 
 

 
 

ALL STUDENTS FOLLOW A COURSE WHICH INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING 

SUBJECTS 
 

 

ARTS: DRAMA 

 

Drama is part of our everyday lives and serves a variety of purposes. It enables us to understand 

ourselves, the people around us and the world in which we live, enriching the lives of 

individuals and giving voice to communities. 

 
Over the course of the year students undertake work to challenge their ideas about what drama 

is, help them to gain confidence in performing in a group and give them ideas about future 

possibilities in developing drama practice. Parents are invited to a performance evening during 

the year. 

 
Skills taught at this level: 

 Adopting and sustaining roles 

 Using appropriate verbal and non-verbal language as tools of communication 

 Creating and presenting fictional scenarios 

 Communicating effectively through the language of space, movement, voice and gesture 

 Developing  improvisation skills 

 Creating original pieces of drama in collaboration with classmates 

 Evaluating their own work and that of others 

 Developing communication skills and self-confidence 

 Developing a devising process 
 

Performance exercises are an inherent part of each class. Teacher, self and peer assessments 

are used in a formative way as each student is encouraged to develop her skills and knowledge 

and reach her full potential. 

 
 

 

ARTS:  MUSIC 

 

Students at Queen Margaret College have abundant opportunities in music whether in class, 

individual lessons or the many extra-curricular activities. In each year of Music in the Middle 

School, students develop skills of reading and writing music.  They both compose their own 

music and perform other compositions. They research, listen to and develop an appreciation of a 

range of music from different eras and cultures. 

 

In the Year 7 MYP course students are taught for four periods over the 10 day cycle. They 

engage in a variety of activities that enhance their understanding of how music is constructed 

and expressed, and how they can then create and express their own music.    

 

The students learn: 

• A basic understanding of musical elements including foundational keyboard skills 

• To compose and notate their own rhythms and melodies using music software 

• An overview of the history, development and identity of musical instruments from 

around the world through research and presentation tasks 

• To read and effectively perform music on the ukulele 

 

 



The performance evening for parents, where students perform songs as a class, accompanied by 

various instruments, is an important outcome of the Year 7 course. 

 
 



ARTS:  VISUAL 

 

Our aim is for students to develop an enthusiasm for and a confidence in art making, building on 

the skills acquired in each successive year.  The artistic fundamentals that students develop form 

a foundation on which to build further skills and understanding of the MYP Arts Curriculum.  

 

This programme will encourage and enable students to:  

• create and present art  

• develop skills specific to the discipline  

• engage in a process of creative exploration and self-discovery  

• make purposeful connections between investigation and practice  

• understand the relationship between art and its contexts  

• respond to and reflect on art  

• deepen their understanding of the world 

 

Units and Skills taught at the year 7 level are: 

 

‘Pacifica Patterns’ 

• Basic observation and drawing skills 

• Polystyrene printmaking skills - using a variety of inks and papers 

• Basic ceramic glazing skills creating a ceramic plate 

 

‘The Art of Poetry’ 

• Basic observation and drawing skills 

• Colour theory: mixing and using a variety of colour families 

• Building surfaces using colour pencil, pigment liner, and watercolour  

 

‘Kiwiana Christmas’ 

• Basic observation and drawing skills 

• Introductory digital photo manipulation skills 

• Design and creation of a Kiwiana-themed seasonal sculpture  

 

All Units 

• Evaluation of own and other students’ artworks using appropriate art terms 

• Discussion of artist models and artworks using appropriate art terminology 

 
 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Design (Technology) is about making a difference in our world – through developing designs, 

products and systems that meet the requirements of a design brief.  The Design Cycle is a key 

development process that is followed at all year levels in Technology. 

 

Felting: Zoo Gifts  

Students will learn about felt-making traditions and processes. They will create their own felt 

fabric and learn how to hand-sew and embellish their materials. As part of this topic students 

will visit Wellington Zoo and the zoo gift shop – to develop prototype gift items that have a zoo 

theme. 

 

Digital Technology 

In this unit activities will include an introduction to Digital Technology at QMC and the 1:1 

laptop programme, Digital Technology skills development, and a Design / Technology project 



that will incorporate the application of a variety of digital media. 

 

Course Information:  

• In 2016 each class in Year 7 will take Design (Technology) as a compulsory subject.  

• Each class has five lessons per 10 day timetable. 

• Each class will rotate through two different unit topics over the year. Each unit topic will 

be approximately two terms in length. 

• Each unit topic may be taught by a different teacher in appropriate timetabled 

classrooms. Each unit of work will focus on a different technological area/context 

(Materials, Digital) 

• There is a $30 consumables fee for Technology which will be charged to your school 

account 

• The Felting topic will incur a $14 (approximate) charge for use of the Wellington Zoo 

Educational Facility and bus travel to the zoo. This will be charged to your school 

account. 

 
 



INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES:  HUMANITIES 

 

This subject has as its aim the understanding of our world and our place in it.  To gain that 

understanding we study the interactions between humans and environment and the impact they 

have on each other. 

 

Students develop their skills of analysis, questioning and developing empathy through the study 

of a variety of resources and case studies.  In addition, students’ skills in expression are 

developed through various forms of discussion, debate and written publications. 

 

Students learn about: 

• The legacy of ancient cultures 

• World War I and keeping the home fires burning 

• Aspects of the weather and the challenges faced by meteorologists in predicting the 

weather 

• What it means to be a New Zealander 

 
 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

 

The aim in English is for students to develop a genuine enjoyment and intellectual appreciation 

of literature, and confidence in reading, writing and presenting. Students at this level read and 

write for a range of different purposes, learn research and presentation skills, and develop an 

understanding of how texts are constructed and why authors create them. Students strengthen 

their written and oral communication skills using a variety of contexts and genre. Students will 

study how film scripts make it from the page to the screen, non-fiction texts, and persuasive 

speaking. They will also develop skills in critical analysis, in written and visual expression of 

their own understanding of the authors’ ideas, purposes and messages, and creatively express 

ideas inspired by their studies. Students will independently read a range of texts and comment on 

the effects of the author’s decisions. 

 
 

 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

 

Learning a second language, whether beginning a new language or continuing with one 

previously studied, students will develop the four core skills of reading, writing, listening and 

speaking.  Students will use a wide variety of texts, online resources and will also have 

conversation classes with a native speaker.  At Year 7 all students study either French or 

Chinese. Students will generally continue to study their chosen language to the end of Year 10.  

 

French 

Students learn to: 

• Introduce themselves 

• Say numbers, months and tell the time 

• Describe members of the family and pets 

• Talk about where they live and describe their house and rooms 

• Talk about their daily routine and school life 

• Talk about sports and leisure activities 

• Conjugate common verbs 

 

Chinese 

Students learn to: 

• Introduce themselves 

• Say numbers, months and tell the time 



• Describe members of the family and pets 

• Talk about hobbies and sports 

• Communicate around school subjects and daily life 
 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 
The academic curriculum for Middle School Mathematics at Queen Margaret College has the 

New Zealand Curriculum as its foundation. The mathematical content of courses and the way we 

measure student progress with mathematical skills is taken from the New Zealand Curriculum. 

The IB Middle Years Programme informs our approaches to teaching and learning and the way 

that students engage with the mathematical content at a particular curriculum level. 

 

The curriculum in Year 7 is designed as a continuing mathematical step from the Primary 

School through the Middle School and onto the Senior School.  Each MYP year has three ability 

streams: a support stream for those students who may need additional support to achieve 

national expectations; an extend stream for those working at or slightly above national 

expectations, and a challenge stream for those consistently working above national expectations. 

Teachers plan lessons by considering the current national curriculum level at which students in 

the class are working. This allows teachers to differentiate learning to individual students. 

 

The main topics covered throughout the year are probability, number knowledge and skills, 

geometry and measurement, and algebra. In Year 7, we stress the importance of strong basic 

mathematical skills and use regular mathematics homework to support this approach. 

 
 

 

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 

 

Students are provided with an exciting and enriching programme.  The Physical Education 

department is committed to creating and maintaining a learning environment that recognises and 

acknowledges each student as having individual needs by offering a high quality, broad-based 

curriculum. Students work cooperatively, demonstrating appropriate communication skills to 

achieve goals in social and competitive situations. 

 

Students learn about: 

• Their own body’s capabilities through a number of fitness and swimming activities 

• Movement compositions through dance and gymnastics 

• Encouraging personal best and cooperation in competitive games 

• Identifying factors that affect performance in athletics 

• The skills of newcombe, futsal, netball and cricket 

• Accepting individual differences and celebrating others successes in team situations 

• Health topics including interpersonal skills, friendships, communication styles, bullying, 

puberty, nutrition, hygiene and posture 

 
 



SCIENCES 

 

Sciences are ways of investigating, understanding and explaining our natural, physical world 

and the wider universe. In each year of Sciences in the Middle School, the students work to 

develop their practical skills using a variety of equipment. They plan experiments and use their 

mathematical skills to process the data collected to draw relevant conclusions. 

 

Throughout the Year 7 Science programme the students get to experience a range of different 

science disciplines derived from the four science strands of The Living World, Planet Earth and 

Beyond, Physical World and Material World. From being an immunologist in the Fighting 

Infections unit to an aeronautical engineer in the Rockets unit, the students experience what it 

means to be a scientist in today’s world. 

 

Skills Taught In Year 7: 

 

• Safety in the laboratory 

• Using laboratory equipment appropriately 

• Processing data and graphing skills 

• Communicating scientific ideas 

• Investigating scientific questions 

• Assessing the impacts of using science 

 
 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

Religious Education is at the heart of the “special character” of Queen Margaret College.  It 

allows opportunities for students to experience learning and thought in religion; notably 

Christian, but also in other faiths. 

 

Year 7 begins with a short overview of world religions before moving on to some consideration 

of Easter. From Term Two, attention moves to observing how the Bible is constructed and to 

considering some of its key people and themes, and the main stories of the Bible. Classes follow 

the stories of some of the central characters, with special attention given to the patriarchs, whose 

themes are foundational to the monotheistic faiths. Then, in a leisurely way, they traverse the 

Old Testament, with the aim of observing the story of God and the people and attempting to 

secure a foundation of knowledge to which later learning may be secured. At the end of the year, 

they consider Christmas. 

 
 



YEAR 8 SUBJECT INFORMATION 
 

 
 

ALL STUDENTS FOLLOW A COURSE WHICH INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING 

SUBJECTS 
 

 

ARTS: DRAMA 

 

The aim of the Year 8 course is to further students’ understanding of some of the key concepts 

of Drama in a practical environment, developing confidence in all students, and inspiring a 

passion for drama and creative expression. Students will build skills in improvising, devising, 

performing and designing, and will explore the features of a specific theatre genre.  The course 

also develops small group collaborative skills and independent work skills as a support to other 

curricular areas.  

 

Student will be presented with the opportunity to learn through activity oriented tasks. They 

will:  

• Develop performance skills 

• Learn how to communicate more effectively through the varied use of voice, movement, 

space and body 

• Learn how to adopt and consistently sustain a role 

• Become familiar with improvisational terms and basic principles, and be able to 

improvise in a range of situations 

• Work in a group to devise, develop, and refine a performance piece  

• Develop an understanding of ways in which conventions can be used to focus and 

structure original drama 

• Learn how to apply the features of a theatre genre (comedy) in performance 

• Design and create a model set for a drama text 

• Evaluate their own work and that of others 

• Develop self-confidence in performing for an audience 

• Perform for their peers and a wider audience in group work, devised work and in solo 

performances  

 
 

 

ARTS:  MUSIC 

 

Students at Queen Margaret College have abundant opportunities in music whether in class, 

individual lessons or the many extra-curricular activities. In each year of Music in the Middle 

School, students develop skills of reading and writing music.  They both compose their own 

music and perform other compositions.  They research, listen to and develop an appreciation of a 

range of music from different eras and cultures. 

 

In the Year 8 MYP course students are taught for four periods over the 10 day cycle. They 

further their understanding of how music is constructed and expressed, and continue to grow in 

their knowledge of creating and performing their own music.  

 

Students learn: 

• A more developed understanding of musical elements and notation 

• Acquisition and application of basic keyboard skills including scales, triads and playing 

melodies 

• How music from the past can influence music in the present 

• Acquisition and application of basic compositional techniques to create, notate, and 

present an original set of variations using music software 

• To listen to and identify a variety of vocal styles and genres 

• Through researching a particular singer to appreciate how a singer communicates their 



music to an audience, and how the audience may respond 

• Acquisition and application of basic guitar skills including chords, tunes and bass riffs, to 

a point of realisation in performance 

 

The performance evening for parents, where students perform songs as a class, accompanied by 

various instruments, is an important outcome of the Year 8 course. 

 

 

ARTS:  VISUAL 
 
Our aim is for students to develop an enthusiasm for, and a confidence in, art making, building 

on the skills acquired in each successive year.  The artistic fundamentals that students develop 

form a foundation on which to build further skills and understanding of the MYP Arts 

Curriculum.  

 

This programme will encourage and enable students to:  

• create and present art  

• develop skills specific to the discipline  

• engage in a process of creative exploration and (self-)discovery  

• make purposeful connections between investigation and practice  

• understand the relationship between art and its contexts  

• respond to and reflect on art  

• deepen their understanding of the world 

 

Units and Skills taught at the Year 8 level are: 

 

‘I had the Strangest Dream Last night’ 

• Basic observation and drawing skills 

• Creating textures and values and using pencil and pigment liner  

• Basic clay coil and drape construction and ceramic glazing skills  

 

‘You’re a Star’ 

• Basic observation and drawing skills 

• Linoleum printmaking skills - using a variety of inks and papers 

 

 ‘Terrific Textiles’ 

• Basic observation and drawing skills 

• Building surfaces using colour pencil, pigment liner, and acrylic  

• Multi-media and fabric collage skills 

• Colour theory: mixing and using a variety of colour families 

 

‘Tūrangawaewae’ 

• Introductory digital photo manipulation skills 

• Colour theory: mixing and using a variety of colour families 

• Creating textures and values using oil pastel 

 

All Units 

• Evaluation of own and others’ artworks using appropriate art terms 

 
 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Design (Technology) is about making a difference in our world – through developing designs, 



products and systems that meet the requirements of a design brief.  The Design Cycle is a key 

development process that is followed at all year levels in Technology. 

 

Eco Tote Bags:  

This unit of work requires students to take the concept of the ‘Green Tote Bag’ a step further by 

adapting a standard tote bag pattern and constructing their outcome from recycled materials (re-

use old materials in a new way). Students will learn how to operate a sewing machine 

competently and to sew a variety of decorative embellishment techniques. 

 

Electronics/Multi-materials 

In this unit activities will include a review of electronic circuit construction, soldering and 

LEDs. The main project will involve construction of a multi-materials product (which may be a 

conceptual design, a construction testing model, or a finished article) for a selected client that 

includes a working electronic circuit. Laser Cutter and digital technology will be utilised during 

this course. 

 

Course Information:  

• In 2016 each class in Year 8 will take Design (Technology) as a compulsory subject 

• Each class has five lessons per 10 day timetable 

• Each class will rotate through two different unit topics over the year 

• Each unit topic will be approximately two terms in length 

• Each unit topic may be taught by a different teacher in appropriate timetabled 

classrooms. Each unit of work will focus on a different technological area/context 

(Materials, Electronics) 

• There is a $30 consumables fee for Technology which will be charged to your school 

account 

 
 

 

INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES: HUMANITIES 

 

This subject has as its aim the understanding of our world and our place in it.  To gain that 

understanding we study the interactions between humans and the environment and the impact 

they have on each other. 

 

Students gain an understanding of the world they live in through the development of their skill in 

analysing the impact human actions have on each other and our environment. 

 

Students investigate and learn about: 

• The legacy of Pompeii 

• How prejudice can be recognised in modern society with specific emphasis on the 

Australian Aboriginal people 

• How New Zealand has changed from a colonial outpost to a multi-cultural society 

• Investigate issues around the commercialisation of Antarctica



 
 

 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

 

The aim in English is for students to develop a genuine enjoyment and intellectual appreciation 

of literature, and confidence in reading, writing and presenting. Students at this level read and 

write for a range of different purposes, learn research and presentation skills, and develop an 

understanding of how texts are constructed and why authors create them. Students strengthen 

their written and oral communication skills using a variety of contexts and genre. Students will 

study film, a novel, the art of storytelling, and poetry in order to develop skills in critical 

analysis. They will also develop skills in critical analysis, in written and visual expression of 

their own understanding of the authors’ ideas, purposes and messages, and creatively express 

ideas inspired by their studies. Students will independently read a range of texts and comment on 

the effects of the author’s decisions. 

 
 

 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

 

Learning a second language, whether beginning a new language or continuing with one 

previously studied, students will develop the four core skills of reading, writing, listening 

and speaking.  Students use a wide variety of texts, online resources and also have 

conversation classes with a native speaker. At Year 8 students continue to study the 

language chosen in Year 7. They broaden their language skills in listening, speaking, 

reading and writing using a variety of media, including digital technology.  

New Year 8 students to Queen Margaret College study a language of choice from 

Chinese or French. 

 

French 

Students learn to: 

• Talk about their town and community 

• Talk about events in the past 

• Talk about holidays 

• Talk about free time activities and how to make and react to invitations 

• Talk about food, meals and restaurants 

• Conjugate regular and irregular verbs in the present and perfect tenses 

 

Chinese 

Students learn to: 

• Talk about food and clothes 

• Discuss birthday celebrations 

• Describe their home and location 

• Work around a travel plan 

 
 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

The academic curriculum for Middle School  Mathematics at Queen Margaret College has the New 

Zealand Curriculum as its foundation. The mathematical content of courses and the way we measure 

student progress with mathematical skills is taken from the New Zealand Curriculum. The IB 

Middle Years Programme informs our approaches to teaching and learning and the way that students 

engage with the mathematical content at a particular curriculum level. 

 



The curriculum in Year 8 is designed as a continuing mathematical step from the Primary School 

through the Middle School and on to the Senior School. Each MYP year has three ability streams: 

a support stream for those students who may need additional support to achieve national 

expectations; an extend stream for those working at or slightly above national expectations, and a 

challenge stream for those consistently working above national expectations. Teachers plan lessons 

by considering the current national curriculum level at which students in the class are working. This 

allows teachers to differentiate learning to individual students. 

 

The main topics covered throughout the year are statistics, number knowledge and skills, geometry 

and measurement, and algebra. In Year 8 we encourage students to develop problem solving skills, 

and use regular mathematics homework to support this approach. 

 
 

 

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 

 

Students are provided with an exciting and enriched programme.  The Physical 

Education department is committed to creating and maintaining a learning environment 

that recognises and acknowledges each student as having individual and metacognitive 

needs, by offering a high quality, broad-based curriculum.  Students work cooperatively, 

demonstrating appropriate communication skills to achieve goals in social and 

competitive situations. 

 

Students learn about: 

• Their own body’s capabilities through a number of fitness and swimming 

activities, with a specific focus to improve on their performance from Year 7 

• Movement compositions through dance and house music performances 

• Developing enjoyment, self-confidence and complex movement sequences 

through athletics 

• Participating in community events and describing how these events enhance the 

community e.g. the possible inclusion of jump rope for heart 

• The skills of floorball, badminton, miniball, table tennis and hockey 

• Factors that affect their physical, social and emotional well-being 

• Health Topics including personal identity, adolescence, smoking and keeping 

ourselves safe 

 
 



SCIENCES 

 

Sciences are ways of investigating, understanding and explaining our natural, physical world 

and the wider universe. In each year of Sciences in the Middle School, the students work to 

develop their practical skills using a variety of equipment. They plan experiments and use their 

mathematical skills to process the data collected to draw relevant conclusions. 

 

Throughout the Year 8 Science programme the students experience a range different science 

disciplines derived from the four science strands of the Living World, Planet Earth and Beyond, 

Physical World and Material World. From being a geologist in the Earth Science unit to a 

zoologist in the Animal Behaviour unit, the students experience what it means to be a 

scientist in today’s world. 

 

The Science Fair unit is an important part of the Year 8 course where the students plan and 

carry out a self-selected investigation. The winners of the Queen Margaret College Science 

Fair represent the school at the Wellington Regional Fair. 

 

Skills Taught in Year 8: 

 

• Collaborative practical investigations 

• Collecting and processing data 

• Drawing conclusions and evaluating their methods 

• Researching and evaluating information 

• Communicating scientific ideas using specialist vocabulary 

• Assessing the impacts of using science 

 
 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

Religious Education is at the heart of the “special character” of Queen Margaret College.  It allows 

opportunities for students to experience learning and thought in religion; notably Christian, but 

also in other faiths. 

 

Students spend time early in noticing different styles of writing in the Bible, with the aim of 

reading it with a greater understanding of its aims and our appropriate responses. They complete 

the overview of the Bible begun in Year 7, by constructing a study of the New Testament. They 

observe Easter – and, later in the year, Christmas – and also have a unit on Harry Potter, a 

character in the redeemer tradition with clear religious overtones.



YEAR 9 SUBJECT INFORMATION 
 

 
 

ALL STUDENTS FOLLOW A COURSE WHICH INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING 

SUBJECTS 
 

 

ARTS: DRAMA 

 

In Year 9, drama is taught for two periods over the 10 day cycle. The drama programme for 

Year 9 works in tandem with the music programme, as a performing arts programme. The aim of 

the course is to introduce students to the key performance and production features of Musical 

Theatre. Work focuses on developing appropriate performance skills, production knowledge and 

associated terminology in a practical environment.  The knowledge, understanding and skills 

developed in their study lead to the students working with their classmates, to write, direct, act, 

dance, sing and produce a 30 minute musical for performance. This task challenges the students 

to apply and develop their skills in a practical environment over a period of time and works to 

improve collaborative and independent work skills. 

 

Topics studied:  

 Performance technique in Musical Theatre 

 Stagecraft in Musical Theatre 

 Production process in Musical Theatre 

 From page to stage in Musical Theatre 

 

Course Objectives: 

Students will be presented with the opportunity to learn through activity oriented methods, 

including: 

• Communicating through the use of space, movement voice and gesture in the heightened 

performance style appropriate to musical theatre  

• Sustaining roles across a fully realized production 

• Demonstrating integrated understanding of performance features of musical theatre 

through a practical presentation 

• Developing awareness of all aspects of a theatre production 

• Appreciating a style which has shaped world theatre 

• Taking words ‘off a page’ and owning them in role on stage 

• Reflecting through the use of a journal 

• Evaluating their own work and that of others 

• Becoming familiar with, and using, appropriate drama terminology 

• Developing self-confidence in performance 

• Collaborating successfully and negotiating effectively with their peer group 

 
 

 

ARTS:  MUSIC 

 

Students at Queen Margaret College have abundant opportunities in music whether in class, 

individual lessons or the many extra-curricular activities. In each year of Music in the Middle 

School, students develop skills of reading and writing music.  They both compose their own 

music and perform other compositions.  They research, listen to and develop an appreciation 

of a range of music from different eras and cultures. 

In the Year 9 MYP course students are taught for two periods over the 10 day cycle. They have 

a further two periods of Drama, and the course is run in conjunction with Drama as a 

Performing Arts Course. They further develop their musical skills through investigation, 



application and collaborative performance.   

Students learn: 

 To appreciate a broad overview of the history of the musical 

 Through listening, to identify what musical elements and features make a musical 

effective 

 Through research and presentation to study and analyse the background and features 

of a chosen musical 

 To develop collaborative and independent skills through the production of a class 

musical 

 An appreciation of ‘popular’ music from the Elizabethan era 

 

The Year 9 musical is the main outcome of this course and is primarily student led and directed. 

The learning includes script writing, choreography, staging, chorus and solo singing, as well as 

skills in lighting, sound, costumes, props and rehearsal techniques.  The year culminates with 

an evening performance of the musicals for family and friends. 

 

 
 



ARTS:  VISUAL 

 

Our aim is for students to develop an enthusiasm for, and a confidence in, art making, building 

on the skills acquired in each successive year.  The artistic fundamentals that students develop 

form a foundation on which to build further skills and understanding of the MYP Arts 

Curriculum.  

 

This programme will encourage and enable students to:  

• create and present art  

• develop skills specific to the discipline  

• engage in a process of creative exploration and (self-)discovery  

• make purposeful connections between investigation and practice  

• understand the relationship between art and its contexts  

• respond to, and reflect on, art  

• deepen their understanding of the world 

 

Units and Skills taught at the Year 9 level are: 

 

‘Stop and Smell the Roses’ 

• Intermediate observation and drawing skills 

• Building surfaces and creating textures and values using colour pencil, pigment liner, oil 

pastel, impasto and/or acrylic  

• Colour theory: mixing and using a variety of colour families 

 

‘The Earth Laughs in Flowers 

• Intermediate observation and drawing skills 

• Creating textures and values and using pencil and pigment liner  

• Intermediate clay relief construction and ceramic glazing skills  

 

All Units 

• Evaluation of own and others’ artworks using appropriate art terms 

 
 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Design (Technology) is about making a difference in our world – through developing designs, 

products and systems that meet the requirements of a design brief.  The Design Cycle is a key 

development process that is followed at all year levels in Technology. 

 

Taonga Pewter Jewellery:  

Students will have the opportunity to further integrate knowledge and understandings about 

Maori Taonga (as discovered on the Y9 Marae Camp). Students will develop a personalised 

pewter based jewellery item for an identified client. Activities in this unit involve carving, 

casting pewter (lead free/school appropriate), handling workshop equipment, and jewellery 

making techniques. 

 

Digital Design: 

This course covers four main topics: (i) An introduction to Digital Design and an exploration 

what it means to be an informed and responsible digital citizen, (ii) an investigation of what 

makes for effective digital media, (iii) using HTML and CSS code to create a website to meet a 

client brief, and (iv), an introduction to programming, in which students learn the basics of 

programming and create an android phone app. 

 



Course Information:  

• In 2016 each class in Year 9 will take Design (Technology) as a compulsory subject 

• Each class has five lessons per 10 day timetable 

• Each class will rotate through two different unit topics over the year; each unit topic will 

be approximately two terms in length 

• Each unit topic may be taught by a different teacher in appropriate timetabled 

classrooms. Each unit of work will focus on a different technological area/context 

(Materials, Digital) 

• There is a $40 consumables fee for Technology which will be charged to your school 

account 

 
 

 

INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES:  HUMANITIES 

 

This subject has as its aim the understanding of our world and our place in it. To gain that 

understanding we study the interactions between humans and the environment and the impact 

they have on each other. 

 

The emphasis of the study is for students to learn about different cultures and issues faced by 

these cultures within and outside of New Zealand, both historically and in contemporary 

settings. 

 

Students’ understanding and empathy for other cultures is enhanced through various speakers 

and visits to places of cultural significance. 

 

• Students study the traditional Maori way of life, and its relevance in contemporary New 

Zealand 

• The ethics around Fair Trade 

• The challenges that are faced by immigrant cultures, particularly refugees, both in New 

Zealand and in their homelands 

• A comparison is made between Elizabethan and modern society 
 

 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

 

The aim in English is for students to develop a genuine enjoyment and intellectual appreciation 

of literature, and confidence in reading, writing and presenting. Students at this level read and 

write for a range of different purposes, develop research and presentation skills, and build on 

previous knowledge of how texts are constructed and why authors create them. Students develop 

their written and oral communication skills using a variety of contexts and genre. Students will 

study a range of short stories, poems, a Shakespearean play and a novel in order to develop skills 

in written, visual and oral expression of their own understanding of the authors’ ideas, purposes 

and messages. A research assessment which will develop skills in critical analysis will be 

completed by the students. They will present a scene from a Shakespearean play in order to 

develop skills in the creative expression of ideas inspired by their study of this play. Students 

will draw stylistic and thematic connections across a range of texts studied and independently 

read. 

 
 

 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

 

Learning a second language, whether beginning a new language or continuing with one 

previously studied, students will develop the four core skills of reading, writing, listening and 

speaking. Students will use a wide variety of texts and online resources, and will also have 



conversation classes with a native speaker. In Year 9 all students continue to study their 

language chosen at Year 7. In special circumstances they may change their language choice with 

the permission of the Head of Middle School and Learning Support Coordinator. 

New students to Queen Margaret College study a language of choice of Chinese, French, 

Spanish or Japanese. 

 

French 

Students study at beginners or intermediate level. Those studying at beginner level will study the 

years 7 and 8 curriculum.  Those at intermediate level will learn to: 

 

• Discuss and describe schools in France and New Zealand 

• Ask questions 

• Describe their clothes and uniforms 

• Discuss future plans and dreams 

• Talk about illness, injuries and other problems and how to resolve them 

• Talk about what you were like when you were a child 

• Understand a mystery story and write a narrative in the past 

• Conjugate verbs in the present, near future, future and perfect tenses 

 

Spanish 

Students learn to: 

• Introduce themselves 

• Describe family members and pets 

• Express their opinions on school subjects 

• Describe their home, where they live and what their house is like 

• Talk about their leisure activities 

• Talk about their daily routine 

• Conjugate regular and irregular verbs in the present tense 

 

 

Japanese 

Students learn to: 

• Use the Hiragana and Katakana alphabets and the Kanji characters 

• Introduce themselves 

• Say numbers and tell the time 

• Talk about school, timetable, subjects and their daily routine 

• Talk about means of transportation 

• Use verbs in the present and past tenses 

 

Chinese 

Students learn to: 

• Use the Pinyin symbols, the pronunciation system of Chinese 

• To greet people and introduce themselves 

• Say numbers, days of the week, dates, colours and the weather 

• Describe themselves and their family 

• Tell the time 

• Discuss school life and daily routines 

• Talk about their hobbies and sport activities 

• Students also participate in cultural focused activities including calligraphy, martial arts 

and painting 

 
 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 



The academic curriculum for Middle School Mathematics at Queen Margaret College has the 

New Zealand Curriculum as its foundation. The mathematical content of courses and the way 

we measure student progress with mathematical skills is taken from the New Zealand 

Curriculum. The IB Middle Years Programme informs our approaches to teaching and learning 

and the way that students engage with the mathematical content at a particular curriculum level. 

 

The curriculum in Year 9 is designed as a continuing mathematical step from the Primary 

School through the Middle School and on to the Senior School. Each MYP year has three 

ability streams: a support stream for those students who may need additional support to achieve 

national expectations; an extend stream for those working at or slightly above national 

expectations, and a challenge stream for those consistently working above national expectations. 

Teachers plan lessons by considering the current national curriculum level at which students in 

the class are working. This allows teachers to differentiate learning to individual students. 

 

The main topics covered throughout the year are probability, number knowledge and skills, 

geometry and measurement, and algebra. In Year 9, we aim to develop critical thinking skills 

and the ability to solve more difficult problems. We use regular mathematics homework to 

support this approach. 

 
 

 

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 

 

Students are provided with an exciting and enriching programme.  The Physical Education 

department is committed to creating and maintaining a learning environment that recognises and 

acknowledges each student as having individual and metacognitive needs, by offering a high 

quality, broad-based curriculum.  Students work cooperatively, demonstrating appropriate 

communication skills to achieve goals in social and competitive situations. 

 

Students learn about: 

• Fitness and how to develop the motivation to train for an event 

• Identifying the pressures on peers when learning new and complex skills and help to 

promote positive outcomes through athletics 

• Movement composition through dance and gymnastics 

• The skills of netball, squash, football, volleyball, tee-ball, hockey, touch and cricket 

• Health topics including decision making skills, choices, marijuana, alcohol, hauora and 

relationships 

 
 

 

SCIENCES 

 

Sciences are ways of investigating, understanding and explaining our natural, physical world 

and the wider universe. In each year of Sciences in the Middle School, the students work to 

develop their practical skills using a variety of equipment. They plan experiments and use their 

mathematical skills to process the data collected to draw relevant conclusions. 

 

Throughout the Year 9 Science programme the students experience a range different science 

disciplines derived from the four science strands of The Living World, Planet Earth and Beyond, 

Physical World and Material World. From being a botanist in the Plants Unit to an astronomer 

in the Light Unit, the students experience what it means to be a scientist in today’s world. 

 

Skills Taught In Year 9: 

• Working effectively in a laboratory 

• Independent research 

• Scientific methodology 



• Analysis and evaluation of data 

• Linking observations to their scientific understanding 

 
 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

Religious Education is at the heart of the “special character” of Queen Margaret College.  It allows 

opportunities for students to experience learning and thought in religion; notably Christian, but 

also in other faiths. 

 

Students consider individual and collective identity, central aspects of the Christian faith and a 

study of Islam, including some of its topical religious events. There is also a study of The Lion 

the Witch and the Wardrobe, CS Lewis’s great allegory of Christian themes.   

 

The overall aim is to consider how an individual relates to the world in a religious context.



YEAR 10 SUBJECT INFORMATION 
 

 

 
 

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
 

 

DESIGN (TECHNOLOGY) 

 

Design (Technology) is about making a difference in our world – through developing designs, 

products and systems that meet the requirements of a design brief.  The Design Cycle is a key 

development process that is followed at all year levels in Technology. 

 

The year 10 Design Technology programme is a whole year course that incorporates elements of 

S.T.E.M (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) in its approach to units of work. 

S.T.E.M education has been identified by educational researchers as key to providing future 

opportunities to today’s learners and proficiency in a range of core Digital Technology skills.  

 

Two key topics will be carried out that are designed to develop a wide variety of skills. The Digital 

Technologies topic includes units on data manipulation, coding and basic computer programming. 

The Product and Design topic involves the development of a flat pack lighting solution designed 

and created using laser cutting technology. Short term Design Challenge topics will also feature 

throughout the year. 

 

Course Information:  

 In 2016 Year 10 Design is a compulsory subject 

 Each class has four lessons per 10 day timetable 

 Each class will rotate through two different major topics over the year 

 Assessment is via the MYP Design Assessment criteria 

 There is a $30 consumables fee for Technology which will be charged to your school 

account 

 

 

INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES:  HUMANITIES 

 

This subject has as its aim the understanding of our world and our place in it.  To gain that 

understanding we study the interactions between humans and the environment and the impact 

they have on each other. 

 

The aim of the year 10 course is to gain an understanding of how human interaction impacts on 

our cultural and natural environments by: 

• Studying how New Zealand (and other countries) gained suffrage and an investigation is 

made into whether the freedoms that free societies have are in line with the ideals of the 

original suffragists 

• Investigating the conspiracy theories surrounding the death of 1960’s icon Marilyn 

Monroe 

• Practising a variety of mapping skills through various case studies 

 

Students also investigate the different resources available to us and the reasons why there is 

resource inequality within communities and among countries 

 
 

 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

 



The aim in English is for students to develop a genuine enjoyment and intellectual appreciation 

of literature, and confidence in reading, writing and presenting. Students at this level read and 

write for a range of different purposes, develop research and presentation skills, and build on 

previous knowledge of how texts are constructed and why authors create them. Students develop 

their written and oral communication skills using a variety of contexts and genre. Students will 

study a range of poetry, including Shakespeare’s sonnets, a film and a novel in order to develop 

skills in critical analysis, and skills in written, visual and oral expression of their own 

understanding of the authors’ ideas, purposes and messages and creative expression of ideas 

inspired by their studies. They will draw stylistic and thematic connections across a range of 

texts studied and independently read, commenting critically on the effects and making 

conclusions about these connections. 

 
 

 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

 

Learning a second language, whether beginning a new language or continuing with one 

previously studied, students will develop the four core skills of reading, writing, listening and 

speaking.  Students will use a wide variety of texts, online resources and will also have 

conversation classes with a native speaker.  At Year 10 all students all students continue their 

study of their language chosen at Year 7 or 9. In special circumstances students may change 

their language choice with the permission of the Head of Middle School and the Learning 

Support coordinator.  

 

New students to Queen Margaret College study a language of choice of Chinese, French, 

Spanish or Japanese. 

 

French 

Students learn to: 

• Communicate about their hobbies 

• Describe their home life and relationships 

• Describe holidays, past and future 

• Talk about environmental issues and solutions 

• Discuss young people’s use of technology and explore modern French media 

• Conjugate verbs in the present, near future, future, conditional, perfect and imperfect 

tenses 

 

Spanish 

Students learn to: 

• Describe their town 

• Ask for and give directions 

• Buy clothes and food 

• Order food in a restaurant 

• Describe holidays and events in the past 

• Make comparisons 

• Conjugate verbs in the present, near future and the simple past tenses 

 

Japanese 

Students learn to: 

• Talk about where they live 

• Describe clothes and give opinions on school uniform 

• Discuss school rules 

• Invite to a party 

• Talk about shopping and clothing 

 



Chinese 

Students learn to: 

• Talk about their daily routines 

• Describe clothes and shopping 

• Order food and drinks 

• Arrange a meeting 

• Talk about sport and other leisure activities 

• Describe their home 

• Communicate about travel 

 

 

 
 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

The academic curriculum for Middle School Mathematics at Queen Margaret College has the 

New Zealand Curriculum as its foundation. The mathematical content of courses and the way we 

measure student progress with mathematical skills is taken from the New Zealand Curriculum. 

The IB Middle Years Programme informs our approaches to teaching and learning and the way 

that students engage with the mathematical content at a particular curriculum level. 

 

The curriculum in Year 10 is designed as a continuing mathematical step from the Primary 

School through the Middle School and on to the Senior School.  Each MYP year has three 

ability streams: a support stream for those students who may need additional support to achieve 

national expectations; an extend stream for those working at or slightly above national 

expectations, and a challenge stream for those consistently working above national expectations. 

Teachers plan lessons by considering the current national curriculum level at which students in 

the class are working. This allows teachers to differentiate learning to individual students. 

 

The main topics covered throughout the year are statistics, number knowledge and skills, 

geometry and measurement, and algebra. In Year 10, we stress the importance of critical 

thinking skills and the ability to understand answers in context. We use regular mathematics 

homework to support this approach. 

 



 
 

 

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 

 

Students are provided with an exciting and enriching programme.  The Physical Education 

department is committed to creating and maintaining a learning environment that recognises and 

acknowledges each student as having individual and metacognitive needs, by offering a high 

quality, broad-based curriculum. Students work cooperatively, demonstrating appropriate 

communication skills to achieve goals in social and competitive situations. 

 

Students learn about: 

• Fitness – training principles, basic anatomy and physiology; students apply their learning 

by taking part in a training programme for a biathlon event 

• Apply basic principles of motor skill learning to specific athletic events to improve 

performance 

• Working collaboratively to create a movement composition with the use of props and an 

aerobics routine 

• The skills of softball, basketball, turbo touch, football, tennis, handball and badminton 

• Roles within the sports setting and take on different responsibilities 

• Health topics including sexuality education, mental health, social media and drugs 

 
 

 

SCIENCES 

 

Sciences are ways of investigating, understanding and explaining our natural, physical world and 

the wider universe.  In each year of Sciences in the Middle School, the students work to develop 

their practical skills using a variety of equipment.  They plan experiments and use their 

mathematical skills to process the data collected to draw relevant conclusions.  Each year level 

studies a number of different units derived from the four science strands of The Living World, 

Planet Earth and Beyond, Physical World and Material World. 

  

A range of topics are covered, including Microbes, Acids & Bases, Ecology, Forces and 

Geology. The students can opt to take up to two external NCEA achievement standards in the 

November examinations 

  

Skills Taught in Year 10: 

•           Analysis of scientific information and linking ideas together in written work 

•           Data collection and evaluation in investigation work 

•           The importance of skill transfer across the disciplines 

•             An appreciation of the impacts of science on local and global issues 

 
 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

Religious Education is at the heart of the “special character” of Queen Margaret College.  It 

allows opportunities for students to experience learning and thought in religion; notably 

Christian, but also in other faiths. 

 

Students continue with the Middle School focus of Religious Education which is to consider 

faith in a variety of life contexts. Early areas of study include the teachings of Jesus, focusing on 

the Beatitudes. There is a study of Buddhism, including the origins, nature and spread of the 

faith and its main teachings, and some time is also given to religious symbolism in the church 

and the community. Late in the year, there is a study of Rastafarianism, with its background in 

colonialism and slavery, and in preparation for that, Year 10 considers the William Wilberforce 



film Amazing Grace, the story of the abolition of slavery in the British Empire and a movement 

led by practicing Christians. Easter and Christmas are both covered in their respective seasons of 

the year. 

 
 

OPTION SUBJECTS (Choose three) 
 

 

 

ARTS: DRAMA 

 

Drama in Year 10 is a year-long optional course. Drama is taught for five periods per 10 day 

cycle over a full year. The work undertaken at this level aims to challenge ideas about what 

‘drama’ is, to explore effective presentation techniques and stimulate ideas about future 

possibilities in developing drama practice. 

 
Skills taught at this level are: 

• Expressive movement 

• Expressive voice 

• Improvisation skills 

• Application of selected features of world theatre to performance 

• Development of stagecraft 

• Analysis and evaluation of self and peer performance  

• Critical analysis of Drama production components  

• Devising process 

• Knowledge and understanding of the relationship between Drama conventions and      

elements 

 
 

 

ARTS:  MUSIC 

 

Students at Queen Margaret College have abundant opportunities in music whether in class, 

individual lessons or the many extra-curricular activities. In each year of Music in the Middle 

School, students develop skills of reading and writing music.  They both compose their own 

music and perform other compositions.  They research, listen to and develop an appreciation of a 

range of music from different eras and cultures. 

 

This optional Year 10 MYP course is taught for five periods over the 10 day cycle and is 

designed to prepare students for NCEA Level 1 Music, as well as provide opportunities for 

students to develop their practical skills in a variety of ways, including group and solo 

performance, composition, and creating an original musical. It is expected that all students will 

be learning voice or an instrument concurrently with this course, and that students will 

participate in an extra-curricular music activity at the College. 

 

The students learn: 

• The theory of music to an intermediate level (some students may also sit an external 

examination) 

• An understanding of the elements and features of Western music and how these enhance 

musical expression 

• An appreciation of the elements and features of music from a variety of different cultures 

• To further develop and apply their solo and group performance skills 

• To further develop and apply their composition skills, including a familiarity with music 

notation software 

• The collaborative process of devising, composing and performing an original musical 

 

One of the main outcomes of this course is the end of year performance of the original musical. 

The primary learning is in the collaborative creation of original music, but also includes script-



writing, choreography, staging, chorus and solo singing, as well as skills in lighting, sound, 

costumes, props and rehearsal techniques. The process offers a real-life situation as part of a 

creative team. 

 
 

 

ARTS:  VISUAL 

 
Our aim is for students to develop an enthusiasm for, and a confidence in, art making, building 

on the skills acquired in each successive year.  The artistic fundamentals that students develop 

form a foundation on which to build further skills and understanding of the MYP Arts 

Curriculum. This optional programme will encourage and enable students to:  

• create and present art  

• develop skills specific to the discipline  

• engage in a process of creative exploration and self-discovery  

• make purposeful connections between investigation and practice  

• understand the relationship between art and its contexts  

• respond to and reflect on art  

• deepen their understanding of the world. 

 

Units and Skills taught at the Year 10 level are: 

 

‘The Language of the Sea’ 

• Intermediate observation and drawing skills 

• Creating textures and values and using pencil and pigment liner  

• Intermediate clay hand-building construction and ceramic glazing skills  

 

‘Spots and Stripes’ 

• Intermediate observation and drawing skills 

• Creating textures and values and building surfaces using acrylic  

• Colour theory: mixing and using a variety of colour families 

 

‘Child’s Play’ 

• Intermediate observation and drawing skills 

• Perspex Intaglio printmaking skills - using a variety of inks and papers 

 

 ‘A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words’ 

• Basic photography skills 

• On-location photography shoot 

• Introductory digital photo manipulation skills (Photoshop) 

 

All Units 

• Evaluation of own and others’ artworks using appropriate art terms 

 
 

 
 

 

DESIGN (MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY) 
 

Design (Technology) is about making a difference in our world – through developing designs, 

products and systems that meet the requirements of a design brief.  The Design Cycle is a key 

development process that is followed at all year levels in Technology. 

 

The year 10 Materials Technology Design programme is a whole year course. Students will 

expand their technical skills and knowledge of materials and design through several units of 

work that are designed to develop a wide variety of skills. Units of work will include aspects of 



the following key concepts: ‘designing for a cause’, ‘adding value’ and ‘sustainable fashion’. 

Students will have the opportunity to create individual garments using commercial patterns, 

upcycling, applying embellishments (eg: screen-printing), and to participate in competition 

design and team work challenges. Fashion illustration and a variety of design skills will be 

developed throughout the year in the various units of work. 

 

Course Information:  

 

• Design/Materials Technology is a year-long optional practical based course. The skills 

and knowledge developed is a good lead-in for students planning to take the Year 11-13 

NCEA Materials Technology or IB Visual Arts Textiles subject in future years. 

• Each Materials Technology class has five lessons per 10 day timetable 

• There is a $30 consumables fee for Materials Technology which covers some resource 

requirements. This will be charged to your school account. Individual projects may 

require purchase of some own material or equipment resources. Specific resource details 

will be given to students at the start of each topic. 

• If opportunity arises to enter project work into any available competitions, students will 

be required to pay their own entry fee. If students work in pairs or teams they can split 

any entry fee between the members of their team/pair. 

 
 

 
 

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

This optional course aims to enable students to understand how producers of goods and services 

operate in the business environment and to understand the role individuals play within the 

business environment. 

 

Students study: 

 

• Their roles as a consumer and what are the external and internal influences that affect 

their spending pattern 

• The innovators in our economy and the role and responsibilities of producers. This is 

assessed by a NCEA unit worth five credits. 

• The practical application and pitfalls of running their own business through a Market 

Day challenge operating at the school 

• The services offered by banks and aspects of financial literacy as they learn how to make 

useful financial decisions in the future



Curriculum Overview
Middle Years Programme NCEA IB Diploma
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 Year 12 & 13

(Some NCEA Level 1) Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 (2 year course)

Language &  
Literature 
 

English English English English English English English English 

Language 
Acquisition 

French or 
Chinese

French or 
Chinese

French or 
Spanish
Japanese or
Chinese

French 
Spanish
Japanese
Chinese

French 
Spanish
Japanese
Chinese

French 
Spanish
Japanese
Chinese

French 
Spanish
Japanese
Chinese

French 
Spanish
Japanese
Chinese

Individuals 
& Societies 

Humanities Humanities Humanities Humanities

Business

History  
Geography  

Business 

History  
Geography

Economics

History  
Geography
Art History
Economics

History
Environmental 
Systems & Societies 
Business Management
Psychology

Sciences Sciences Sciences Sciences Sciences Physics & Chemistry

Biology & Chemistry

Physics  
Chemistry  
Biology

Physics  
Chemistry  
Biology

Physics  
Chemistry  
Biology 
Environmental Systems & Societies

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Statistics
Calculus

Mathematics
Mathematics Studies

Arts Visual Arts 

Music
Drama 
 

Visual Arts 

Music
Drama

Visual Arts 

Music
Drama

Visual Arts 

Music
Drama

Photography

Music
Drama

Photography
Design & Painting

Music
Drama 
Media Studies

Photography
Design
Painting
Music
Drama 
Media Studies

Visual Arts 

Music
Drama 
Film

Design  Technology Technology Technology Technology
Materials Technology 
Product and
Digital Design 

Materials Technology
Technology 
Technology Materials 
Digital and Design- 
Technology

Technology 
Technology Materials 
Digital and Design- 
Technology

Visual Art: Textiles 

Physical & Health 
Education
 

Physical & Health 
Education 
 
Religious Education

Physical & Health 
Education 
 
Religious Education

Physical & Health 
Education 
 
Religious Education

Physical & Health 
Education 
 
Religious Education

Physical & Health 
Education 
 
Religious Education

Physical & Health 
Education

Physical & Health 
Education

Creativity, Activity, Service 
 
 
Theory of Knowledge

(Yr 7-13 Te Reo Maori 
correspondence
on request)
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