
Queen Margaret College Language Policy 
 
“Learning a new language extends students’ linguistic and cultural understanding and their 
ability to interact appropriately with other speakers. Interaction in a new language, whether face 
to face or technologically facilitated, introduces them to new ways of thinking about, 
questioning, and interpreting the world and their place in it. Through such interaction, students 
acquire knowledge, skills, and attitudes that equip them for living in a world of diverse peoples, 
languages, and cultures. As they move between, and respond to, different languages and different 
cultural practices, they are challenged to consider their own identities and assumptions.” 
(The New Zealand Curriculum) 
 
Philosophy 
 

• Language is central to learning and all teachers are, in practice, responsible for 
supporting language and literacy learning. 

• Mother tongue learning is essential to the identity of a student. Students for whom 
English is a learned language will be encouraged to maintain their first languages.  

• Second language learning promotes an understanding of cultural diversity and inter-
cultural understanding, distilled in the concept of international-mindedness, a central 
concept in College-wide curriculum planning.  

 
Guidelines 

• English is the language of instruction for all students with the exception of international 
students who cannot learn in English without difficulty so learning support is provided. 
English is offered as Language A and as ‘ESOL’ or Language B where appropriate. 

• All teachers receive training in how to cater in their subjects for students for whom 
English is not their first language, as necessary.  

• Second language learning (Language B) begins at Year 2 with the teaching of French to 
Year 6. A second language is compulsory up until Year 10 and for those students 
undertaking the IB Diploma Programme. NCEA students are encouraged to take a second 
language. The Curriculum Overview document shows the sequence and scope of second 
language learning from Years 7-13. 

• Te reo Māori, an official language of New Zealand, is supported by its delivery through 
the Correspondence School for Years 7-13 and also included in the Primary Years 
Programme (Preschool- Year 6). 

• Te reo is promoted through the nationwide annual ‘Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori’ week, with 
activities in school. Subject teachers include te reo and tikanga as appropriate and within 
their expertise. Our school curriculum acknowledges the principles of the Treaty of 
Waitangi and the bicultural foundations of Aotearoa, New Zealand. We offer all students 
the opportunity to acquire knowledge of te reo Māori me ōna tikanga (the Māori language 
and its customs) and to understand and celebrate the place of Māori as tangata whenua in 
Aotearoa, New Zealand. 

• Admissions and PAT testing helps to identify students requiring learning support and 
learning extension. 

• IEP (Individual Education Plans) are developed by the respective coordinators for 
students who require either support or extension, and in accordance with the school’s 



assessment policy, considerations for these students are provided in formative and 
summative assessment. 

• Reporting on second languages reflects the curriculum phases of language acquisition. 
• The College library is well-resourced to support mother tongue and second language 

offerings. 
 

 Principles to Practice 
 

IB Diploma (Years 12-13), NCEA (Years 11-13) 
 

1) Despite many nationalities being represented at QMC, all students other than the 
‘international’ students have good English skills. All subjects in the IBD, except for 
Languages A & B, are conducted in English.  

2) Access to the International Baccalaureate programmes is available to all students 
regardless of their mother tongue, and a suitable programme of study will be provided to 
enable students to reach their potential. 

3) All IBD students will be required to learn at least one language in addition to their mother 
tongue, and are encouraged to take a second language if they are candidates for NCEA 
(the national curriculum). This is facilitated by the Course Outline Booklet and the school 
timetable. 

4) IBD students who are doing a Language A in a language other than English (Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean or any other language as the need arises) can do their Extended Essay 
also in their mother tongue and/or their TOK essay in Chinese if this suits their mother 
tongue.  

5) Incorporated into the mainstream Language A English course are works translated from 
the mother tongues of our students who are not doing Language A English, thereby 
celebrating the literature of all of our IBD students.   

6) A bi-lingual Diploma programme is available to students with high proficiency in two 
languages. 

7) A student’s interest and knowledge of Te Reo Māori can be incorporated into their CAS 
programme, as the IBO is unable to support Māori as a second language due to 
insufficient numbers.   

8) Students are guided in their choice of Language B to follow the course that is most suited 
to their needs which will provide them with an appropriate academic challenge. 

 
MYP (Years 7-10) 
 

1) All subjects in the MYP, except for Language Acquisition, are conducted in English.  
 

2) All MYP students are required to learn at least one language in addition to their mother 
tongue, and at Year 9 and 10 are encouraged to take a second language. Our students 



come from a diversity of ethnic backgrounds, and while they are usually born in New 
Zealand and competent in English, each student’s individual language profile is 
considered in order to best support their learning of both their mother tongue and an 
additional language.  
 

3) Planning of student language profiles is important and involves all parties, namely 
parents, students and teachers. The importance of learning languages is conveyed to 
parents through both parent meetings and the curriculum handbook. Students’ language 
profiles are discussed at parent/teacher interviews. Students are encouraged to be a part of 
the language clubs, and parents are often invited to attend presentations and showcase 
performances. 
 

4) All Middle Years students learn the same second language until they have reached phase 
4 proficiency, or have been allowed special dispensation by the Head of Middle School 
and the Learning Support coordinator. 
 
 

5) For the small number of students that do have English as a second language, or are not 
proficient in the language of instruction, an IEP in both their mother tongue and Learning 
Support is developed. In addition to this each of their subject teachers are required to 
acknowledge how they are supporting these students within their subject area.  
 

6) We review our languages offered regularly and where possible accommodate students 
who have a desire to study, or have studied, a language that the school does not offer 
through correspondence and additional tutors. 
 

 
 
 
PYP (Preschool- Year 6) 
  

1) French Instruction 
Acquisition of more than one language enriches personal growth and helps facilitate 
international understanding.   French is taught from Years 2 to 6. The Programme is 
taught using the AIM (Accelerative Integrative Methodology) which encourages rapid 
language development in a second language using an immersion approach.  
 

2) Language Profile  



• When students enter QMC, they may be assessed by either the Learning Support 
Coordinator (English) or the French teacher to establish their language 
background.  

• Students are tested at age 6 using the New Zealand 6 year net which assesses 
early literacy development. 

• The Learning Support teacher works with classroom teachers to design 
programmes to meet the needs of students causing concern which may involve 
one to one instruction.  

• The ESL Coordinator provides support for students for whom English is a Second 
Language (ESL).  

• The Gifted and Talented Coordinator (LEAP) and classroom teacher provides 
support for gifted and talented students and additional opportunities are provided.    

• An Individual Educational Program (IEP) or support program may be developed 
by the LS Coordinator to ensure a coordinated approach to the language needs of 
the student. 

3) The focus of language is its application across the subject areas and throughout the 
transdisciplinary program of inquiry. The programme of inquiry provides an authentic 
context for learners to develop and use language. Wherever possible, language is taught 
through the relevant, authentic context of the units of inquiry.  

4) The Primary Years Programme Language Scope and Sequence documents and the NZ 
National Standards in English identify the key expectations considered essential in 
language learning. 
 

  



 


