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How we express ourselves Sharing the planet How the world works How we organise 
ourselves

Where we are in time and 
place
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An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
our ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and values; 
the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of 
the aesthetic. 

 An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and of the relationships within 
and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical 
and biological) and human 
societies; how humans 
use their understanding 
of scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances 
on society and on the 
environment.

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organisations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

 An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

An inquiry into the nature 
of the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social, human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities. 
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We can communicate our ideas, 
feelings and experiences in a 
range of ways

Plants are essential to life and 
humans have a responsibility to 
look after them

We can do things with materials 
to see how they behave and 
change

Communities need systems in 
order for them to get from place 
to place

Games and toys  relate to events, 
people and discoveries of other 
times and places

People’s relationships can 
impact and enhance their well-
being
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Arts: visual, drama, dance, music 
Language: visual and oral
PSPE: Interaction, Identity 

Science: Living things 
Social studies: Resources and 
environment 
PSPE: Interaction
Arts: Dance

Science: Materials and matter 
Changes of state
PSPE: Interaction 

Social studies: Human systems 
and economic activities
Resources and the environment 
Social organisation and culture 

Social studies: Time continuity 
and change 
Social organisation and culture
Science: Material and Matter 
PSPE: Interaction, identity 
Arts: Drama 

Social studies: Social 
organisation and culture 
PSPE: identity interactions
Arts: Drama 
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The range of feelings humans 
experience
How we can manage and express 
our feelings in appropriate ways
How we recognise different 
perspectives

Conditions in which plants 
grow and survive
Native plants of NZ
The relationships between 
humans and plants 

How materials are grouped  
How materials can change 
Different materials and their 
uses

The needs of our community 
The reasons for different 
transportation systems
Impact of the development of 
different systems.

Games and toys around the 
world
How technology impacts on 
discoveries 
The comparison of toys in the 
past, present and future.

Our different relationships
The need for healthy 
relationships 
Characteristics that develop 
healthy friendships
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Reflection 

Responsibility 
Change 
Connection

Form 
Change 
Causation

Function
Connection  

Change 
 Connection
Form 
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Function 
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Arts: Creating, responding, 
Elements, Communication, 
expression, interpretation
PSPE: self-regulation, behaviour, 
control, fair play, character  

Science: Classification, 
growth, plants, conservation, 
responsibility, interdependence

Science:  Properties and uses, 
changes of state, density
Materiality: natural and man-
made  

Social studies Community, 
networks, 
History and progress
Landscape locality 
Settlements, pollution 

Social studies: chronology, 
discoveries, progress, innovation, 
exploration, artifacts
Science:  properties and uses of 
materials 
PSPE: identity, heritage, self-
regulation, diversity 

Social studies: Cooperation 
and conflict, interaction,  
interdependence, actions, impact 
PSPE: belonging, team work, 
relationships, fair play


