
YEAR 2 PROGRAMME OF INQUIRY 2016-2017

How we express ourselves Sharing the planet How the world works How we organise 
ourselves

Where we are in time and 
place
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An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
our ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and values; 
the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of 
the aesthetic. 

 An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and of the relationships within 
and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical 
and biological) and human 
societies; how humans 
use their understanding 
of scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances 
on society and on the 
environment.

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organisations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

 An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

An inquiry into the nature 
of the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social, human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities. 
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Sounds can help us understand 
and express our world

Species can survive only in 
environments that meet their 
needs

Knowing that light has 
different properties helps us to 
understand that it is an essential

The supply of food to 
communities relies on systems

Family stories can help us to 
connect to others

Everything I do has an impact on 
myself and others
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Arts: music visual art dance 
Science: Forces and energy 
Mathematics: pattern and 
function
Social studies: Continuity and 
change through time 

Science: living things 
Mathematics: data handling
Social studies: Human and 
natural environments 
Arts: dance, drama, visual arts 
PSPE: interactions active living 

Science: forces and energy
Mathematics: pattern and 
function, space and shape and 
measurement
Art: Visual 

Social Studies: Human systems 
and economic activities 
Resources and the environment 
Mathematics: data handling and 
measurement 

Social studies: social 
organisation and culture 
Continuity and change through 
time
Arts: drama, dance and visual 
Mathematics: data handling 

 Social studies: Human systems 
and economic activities 
Arts: Drama Visual 
PSPE: Identity, Interactions
Mathematics: data handling and 
measurement
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Different sources of sound
How we express ourselves though 
sound
How we can respond to sound

The features of a habitat
Characteristics and classification 
of animals
How animals adapt or respond 
to environmental conditions 

The properties of light 
How light sustains us and other 
living things
Different sources of light   

The systems of food production
The people and tools that are 
part of the processing of these 
foods
How foods are supplied to 
communities

How understanding others helps 
us to value our relationships
How connecting with family 
stories can offer 
new perspectives
The similarities and differences 
between our families 

How reflecting on my own 
actions can lead to changes in 
my behaviour
How behaviour influences 
feelings and relationships
How responsible actions make 
a difference to our health, well-
being and community  
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Change 
Causation 

Function 
Connection 

Causation 
Function
Connection

Connection
Perspective 

Causation
Reflection 
Responsibility

R
el

at
ed

 C
on

ce
pt

s

Science: light sound, 
Social studies: Innovation 
discovery 

Science: Ecology, Habitats, 
Adaptation 
Social studies: Geography, 
classification conservation 

Science Properties and uses 
of light, energy, electricity

Social studies: Consumption, 
production, transport, 
distribution, locality, 
dependence, interdependence

Social studies: Geography, 
history, family, traditions, 
chronology, diversity 

Social studies: cooperation, 
communication, truth 
PSPE: responsibility, roles 
Team work, initiative 
Behaviour 


