
YEAR 3 PROGRAMME OF INQUIRY 2016-2017

How we express ourselves Sharing the planet How the world works How we organise 
ourselves

Where we are in time and 
place

Who we are
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An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
our ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and values; 
the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of 
the aesthetic. 

 An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and of the relationships within 
and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical 
and biological) and human 
societies; how humans 
use their understanding 
of scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances 
on society and on the 
environment.

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organisations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

 An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

An inquiry into the nature 
of the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social, human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities. 
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Literature is a powerful tool for 
extending our ability to think, 
create and express ourselves

Interactions within an ecosystem 
can be influenced by different 
factors.

Forces are used to move objects 
in different ways and influence 
our daily lives.

When preparing for an event 
people work together

Knowing about our local 
environment can lead to new 
understandings 

Learning about our bodies can 
help us make good choices
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Social studies: Continuity and 
change through time
Language: visual 
Arts: drama visual arts music 
dance
PSPE: Interaction Identity  

Science: earth and space
Social studies: resources and the 
environment 
Arts: Drama Dance 

 Mathematics: Measurement, 
Shape and Space 
Science: physical world 

Social studies
Social organisation and culture
PSPE: Identity Interaction
Mathematics: Data Handling

Social studies: Continuity and 
change through time 
Social organisation and culture
Mathematics: Measurement, 
Shape and Space

PSPE: Identity Interaction
Science: living things
Social Studies: Human and 
natural environments
Social organisation and culture 
Mathematics: Measurement, 
Algebra
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Ways in which we can respond to 
literature
How culture can be expressed 
through the arts 
How literature can change the 
way we think

Features of an ecosystem
Inter-relationships within the 
ecosystem 
How Humans impact on the 
ecosystem

The science behind forces  
How forces and objects interact.  
The influences of forces on  our 
daily lives  

Different events in our lives
How people work together to 
prepare for an event
Importance of shared purpose 

How and why our lives have 
changed over time
The places we belong to 
Factors that contribute to change 
in our community

The structure and functions of 
systems with in our body.  
How choices and situations affect 
our physical wellbeing 
How choices and situations affect 
our non- physical wellbeing
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Connection

Change
Responsibility 
Causation

Function 
Causation
Form 

Function 
Connection
Reflection 

Change 
Reflection
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Genres, inspiration, design, 
process, preparation, focus,  
Social studies: family, traditions, 
diversity, religion. Progress
PSPE: character, diversity, 
culture 

Science: earth space seasons, 
life cycles, organisms, habitats  
Interdependence, 
Social studies, ecology, pollution, 
classification conservation, 
sustainability 

Science: Magnetism, 
Mechanics, physics, push, pull, 
friction, gravity, inertia, natural 
and manmade forces, impact, 
technological advances
Social studies: innovation, 
sustainability 

Social Studies: 
Communication, cooperation, 
systems, roles, networks
Citizenship, networks 
PSPE: initiative leadership self-
regulation team work 
Fair play safety 

Social studies: Exploration, 
Discovery, History, innovation 
Geography 
PSPE: belonging, community, 
culture, heritage 

Science: Systems, PSPE - image, 
health, well-being, choice, 
improvement, balance,  
Social studies: impact, 
population, family, diversity, 
identity
PSPE: autonomy, self-regulation 
Energy, growth, strength 


