
YEAR 4 PROGRAMME OF INQUIRY 2016-2017

How we express ourselves Sharing the planet How the world works How we organise 
ourselves

Where we are in time and 
place

Who we are
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An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
our ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and values; 
the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of 
the aesthetic. 

 An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and of the relationships within 
and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical 
and biological) and human 
societies; how humans 
use their understanding 
of scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances 
on society and on the 
environment.

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organisations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

 An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

An inquiry into the nature 
of the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social, human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities. 
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Our need to share our feelings 
drives us to develop effective ways 
to communicate

Fresh water is essential for life 
and is a limited resource for 
many people

The Earth is part of a vast 
universe.

Some countries are governed 
democratically

An investigation into a country’s 
history and indigenous people 
can lead to new perspectives

Exploration can lead to lead to 
new discoveries about the past, 
ourselves and others.
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Arts: Visual Dance 
Music  Drama 
Mathematics: Patterning 
English: Visual literacy 

Science: earth and Space 
Social studies: Human systems 
and economic activities
Human and natural 
environments 

Science: Earth and Space 
Materials and matter 
Mathematics: Measurement 
Social studies
Continuity and change through 
time 
Resources and the environment 

Social Studies: Human systems 
and economic activities 
Social organisation and culture 

Social Studies: Social 
organisation and culture
Continuity and change through 
time 
PSPE: Identity/Interaction 
Arts: Drama Dance Visual music 

Social studies: social 
organisation and culture 
Continuity and change through 
time
Science: living things 
Arts: visual, music, drama dance 
PSPE: identity active living 
interaction 
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How understanding creative 
elements can extend the ways we 
express ourselves 
How nature is a source of 
inspiration for artists
How collaboration can enhance 
the creative process 

Environmental changes
impacting on water 
Responsibilities regarding water
National and global water issues 

Properties of Earth
Earth in its place in the Solar 
System
Space Exploration 
Natural phenomena 

Types of governance
Decision making processes
Impact of laws and decisions on 
our lives. 

Early NZ history 
Treaty of Waitangi 
Symbolism and techniques in 
Maori Art and Culture. 
How indigenous beliefs inform 
the present.

How the past influences the 
present
Humans desire to explore
Cultures, traditions and religious 
beliefs 
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Connection 
Causation  

Form 
Connection 

Function
Causation

Perspective 
Change

Responsibility 
Reflection 
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Visual art, music, dance, drama 
Communication, performance, 
interpretation, imagination, 
techniques, collaboration, 
creativity, structure, beliefs, 
values 
PSPE: Interaction Identity – 
active living 
Team work, initiative, diversity, 
collaboration 

Science: Conservation, 
ecosystems, homeostasis. Earth 
and space systems, the water 
cycle
Social studies: Distribution, 
wealth, pollution, poverty, 
ecology 

Science: Properties  earth and 
space, geology, gravity, theory of 
origin, liquids, gases, minerals, 
magnetism, forces 
Social Studies: Geography, 
landscape, settlements

Social Studies: systems, 
transformation, freedom, 
governments, justice, legislation, 
conflict, citizenship

Social Studies:  symbolism, 
discovery, exploration, identity, 
relationships, civilisations, 
conflict, rights and roles, 
diversity

Social studies: citizenship, 
artifacts, diversity, identity, 
prejudice.
Science: evolution, genetics
PSPE: identity diversity, image, 
heritage, autonomy 


