
YEAR 5 PROGRAMME OF INQUIRY 2016-2017

How we express ourselves Sharing the planet How the world works How we organise 
ourselves

Where we are in time and 
place
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An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
our ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and values; 
the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of 
the aesthetic. 

 An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and of the relationships within 
and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical 
and biological) and human 
societies; how humans 
use their understanding 
of scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances 
on society and on the 
environment.

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organisations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

 An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

An inquiry into the nature 
of the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social, human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities. 
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Communication in many forms 
facilitates personal and global 
connections

Through the way they live, 
humans can alter environmental 
conditions.

Energy may be converted from 
one form to another and stored 
in various ways.

People around the world value 
money in different ways.

Human Migration is a response 
to challenges, risks and 
opportunities.

In an attempt to meet 
human needs, society has 
determined human rights and 
responsibilities.
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Arts: Visual, Dance, Drama, 
Music
Social studies:Social organisation 
and culture 
English: Visual Literacy 

Social studies: Resources and 
Environment 
Science: earth and Space

Science: Earth and Space 
Forces and Energy
Living things 
Mathematics 
Arts: Dance Art 

Social Studies: Social 
organisation and culture 
Human systems and Economic 
Activities 
Mathematics: financial literacy 

Social studies: Continuity 
and change through time, 
Human Systems and Economic 
Activities, Resources and the 
Environment 
Mathematics
Arts: Dance Visual 

Social Studies: Social 
organisation and culture
PSPE: Identity, Interactions 
Arts : Drama 
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Expressing our ideas and 
ourselves through languages, 
symbols, texts and visual forms.
How various medium can be 
used to communicate ideas
Perspectives on digital 
communication  

Connection between global 
warming and the extreme 
weather
Features of the contemporary 
global environment 
The decisions we make impact 
on the environment 

Forms of Energy
Storage and transformation of 
energy
Conservation of energy
Renewable and sustainable 
energy

How money is central to how 
people live all over the world
How we set up systems to 
effectively manage and spend
The factors that  determines 
what people do with money 

Our migration stories 
Effects of Migration on 
communities, cultures and 
individuals
Current issues with migration 

The rights that all children 
should have
Factors that contribute to 
responsible citizenship 
How knowing ourselves helps us 
improve our relationships
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Connection

Responsibility 
Change 
Causation

Form  
Function 
Responsibility 

Connection 
Function 
Form 

Causation  
Change 
Diversity 

Responsibility 
Causation  
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Communication, performance, 
interpretation, imagination, 
techniques, collaboration, 
creativity, structure, beliefs, 
values

Climate
Atmosphere
Weather 
Resources
Sustainability

Science: resources 
Science: energy, electricity, 
heat, kinetic, potential, 
renewable energy sources, 
properties and uses 
materials, convection and 
conduction

Social Studies: Consumption, 
distribution, production, 
interdependence, supply and 
demand

Social Studies: Consequences, 
impact, geography, borders, 
authority, settlements, poverty, 
family, religion, history, 
opportunity

Social Studies: rights and roles, 
education, communication, 
conflict, prejudice  
PSPE: resilience, gender, 
initiative, self-regulation, 
citizenship, self-control.


