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How we express ourselves Sharing the planet How the world works How we organise 
ourselves

Where we are in time and 
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An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
our ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and values; 
the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of 
the aesthetic. 

 An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and of the relationships within 
and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical 
and biological) and human 
societies; how humans 
use their understanding 
of scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances 
on society and on the 
environment.

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organisations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

 An inquiry into orientation 
in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

An inquiry into the nature 
of the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social, human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities. 
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Human capacity for creativity can 
be explored and interpreted in 
interesting ways

The way in which humans value 
Earth’s resources can change over 
time

Powerful natural forces interact 
to shape our Earth.

Economic systems impact on 
individuals and on organisations 
in society.

Historical figures and 
civilisations continue to impact 
on modern day society.

People experience physical, 
emotional, and social changes 
which shape identity.
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Arts: drama, music dance
Visual arts
Language: visual 
PSPE: Interaction, Identity and 
Active Living

Science: Materials and matter 
Social Studies: Humans 
Continuity and change through 
time 
Resources and the Environment 

Science: Earth and space 
Social studies: Human and 
Natural Environments
The Arts: Dance 

Social Studies: Human systems 
and economic activities 
Human and Natural 
Environments 
Resources and the environment 

Social studies: continuity and 
change through time
Science materials and matter 

Social organisation and culture 
PSPE: Identity Interaction 
Science : Living Things
Drama 
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How collaboration can enhance 
the creative process
How culture is expressed  
through art 
How mathematics can underpin 
the creative process 

Properties of sustainable 
materials 
NZ natural resources and 
impacts
Resource demand and 
consumption

The scientific principles behind 
forces 
Human responses to Earths 
forces
The impact of forces on our 
Earth

Globalisation and market forces 
Innovative economic systems
The choices we make as 
consumers 

How communication has 
advanced and increased global 
connections
How revolutionary scientific 
discoveries  challenge human 
kind
Technologies of the past 
influence the future

How my actions make a 
difference and  bring about 
change 
How we recognise and celebrate 
diversity
The power of a growth mindset 
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Perspective

Form 
Causation  
Function 

Form  
Change   

Causation  
Connection   

Change 
Connection 

Reflection 
Causation 
Responsibility 
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Interpretation opinions
Social Studies: Progress, identity, 
traditions civilisations  

Connection
Science: Convection and 
conduction, sustainability, 
materials and matter, properties 
and use of materials 
Social studies: sustainability, 
impact, conservation, innovation  

Science: Geology, forces tectonic 
plate movement, gravity,  
erosion, evidence.  
Social Studies: impact, 
landscape, geography 

Social Studies: systems, 
consequences 
ethics, ownership, population, 
dependence, truth, impact, 
consumption, interdependence 

Social studies: Innovation, 
discovery, exploration, progress, 
history
Science: Transformation 
communication

Social Studies: conflict, justice, 
truth, cooperation, education
Science: evolution, biology and 
growth   
PSPE: fulfilment, self-regulation, 
image, citizenship, leadership 


